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ESTATE PLANNING PRESENTATION & DISCUSSION 
 
1. Introduction 

- What do you want to know? 
- Feel free to interrupt me with questions as we go along 

 
2. “Estate planning documents” include 

- Will and any associated trusts 
- Advance Directives for health care 
- Power of attorney 
- Statements of your wishes regarding conservators 

 
3. What is a will? 

- executor  
- beneficiaries 
- specific gifts 
- guardians for minor children and pets 
- trustees for property 
- funeral arrangements. 

 
4. Memoranda to a will  

- simple 
- easy to change  
- for example: 

o memo for tangible personal property  
o memo for care of pets 
o memo for funeral arrangements 

 
5. Trusts 

- testamentary or inter vivos  
- most common  

o to provide for your children  
o to allow your spouse to take advantage of tax benefits  

- very fact specific 
 
6. Advance Directive for health care 

- a living will 
- appointment of a health care representative 
- authorization to release protected health information to your health care representative 
- organ donor information 
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7. Durable Power of Attorney 

- authorizes your representative to act on your behalf in financial matters  
- in effect if you are alive but incapacitated 

 
8. Conservators 

- appointed by the court to make decisions for you if you are incapacitated  
- two kinds:  

o conservator of the person  
o conservator of the estate  

 
9. What happens without estate planning documents?  

- state “intestacy” laws govern distribution of property 
- court-appointed guardian for minor children 
- court-appointed custodian for property left to minors 

o property distributed outright at age 18 
- pets distributed with the rest of you property 

 
10. Do you need a lawyer for estate planning? 
 
11. How much does it cost?  
 
12. What is the process for estate planning? 
 
13. More information 

- CT probate court website: www.jud.ct.gov/probate 
- “The Probate Court and You” provides a comprehensive overview 

 
14. Q&A 


